The methods of quantitative and qualitative sociological research in a nutshell

The article seeks to present the most important terms and the possible questions, decisional
situations and problems that may arise during the planning phase of research to those readers
who are about to familiarise themselves with or are less well versed in the methodology of
sociological research. The presentation is rather concise having regard to the subject matter
and the volume of the relevant scientific literature and due to constraints on the length of the
present paper. In the last part of the article, I take the jurisprudence analyses’ practice as a
basis and seek to briefly describe how theoretical knowledge mainly on sampling and
secondly on the quality of measuring can be applied to “everyday” research activities.

The first part is about the main types and advantages of quantitative and qualitative methods.

The second part covers the basic terms of sociological research: conceptualisation,
operationalisation, issues related to the quality of measuring (accuracy, reliability and
validity), generalisation and sampling.

The third part is based on the terms and issues presented in the previous two parts and gives
examples of empirical research and proposes good practices on the basis of the findings of the
jurisprudence-analysing working groups.
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