
Communication concerning the decision of the Curia of Hungary 

in civil case n° Pfv.IV.20.703/2016 

 

The first, second and third plaintiffs requested the court to establish that the defendant had 

violated their right to privacy in April 2012 by transmitting electronically a bill of indictment 

issued in a criminal proceeding opened against them and containing their personal data to a 

third party without legal authorisation and without their consent. In addition, the plaintiffs 

requested the court to apply the other legal consequences of the defendant’s unlawful act and 

to order the defendant to pay i) to the first plaintiff the sum of 579 900 000,- HUF as material 

damages and ii) to the second and third plaintiffs the sum of 20 000 000,- HUF per person as 

nonmaterial damages. In its final judgement, the court rejected their claims. 

 

In its judgement delivered at a public hearing, the Curia upheld the final judgement. 

 

The Curia agreed with the position set out in the final judgement – based on the correct 

assessment of an extensive factual background – that the defendant, as the victim of the crime 

prosecuted in the criminal proceeding concerned, had lawfully obtained the bill of indictment 

containing the plaintiffs’ personal data and that the transmittal of the bill of indictment to a 

third party with the aim of pursuing the defendant’s legitimate interests had not been 

unlawful, with particular regard to Article 7, point f) of Directive 95/46/EC of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 24 October 1995 on the protection of individuals with regard 

to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data. The aforementioned 

directive is directly applicable by virtue of the case-law of the European Court of Justice. 

 

Budapest, the 25
th

 of October 2016 

 

Civil Department of the Curia of Hungary 


